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Unlimited Grace
Curtis Baker ( /)\iT] )

Greetings Beloved, after reading the past two testimonies from 2021 and 2024 I could not
decide which one the many miracles in my life I would choose until I received a very special
Thanksgiving card from my Xiao Lao Hu, Yuanjie Baker. Great difficulty arises in me as I try to

find words to describe the result of God” s mercy and grace in my life.

For he says to Moses, 1 will have mercy on whom I have mercy and I will have compassion
on whom I have compassion.” So then, it depends not on human will or exertion but on God,

who has mercy. Romans 9: 15-16

It is very important for me to completely recognize and understand the praise and
complementary tone of the words written in the card are the result of a branch that is grafted it to
the Root, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the one worthy of all praise. Honestly, I cannot help
teeling joy as my wife explains how she cherishes our covenant of marriage, and the peace,
understanding, and security that follows. I quickly realize the person prior to my faith in Christ was
quick to anger, prideful, arrogant, and rude. I would try to dismiss concerns of my spouse as petty
or trivial and my responses were absent of any love or understanding. The same character defects
remain in me today but Christ’ s power guides me through the situations in my life that were
simply not possible before. I must try to add brevity to the idea that this is my personal reality and
not just theory or imagined hope. Anecdotally, my wife may ask that we travel to Nashville to
attend an NCBC church service or another NCBC church fellowship function. I can recall many
times feeling mildly frustrated that I have to drive hours to attend church that is often difficult to
understand due to the language barrier. The Morris hill Baptist church meets four miles from our
house and how nice it is to enjoy a football game after the service in my comfortable chair! I still
very much enjoy a football game or a hockey game, but my priorities are now God first and then
my wife. The covenant of marriage is very important to God, and therefore, important to me. How
did this happen? Through my faith, I realized God is showing me what is important to him. Simple
acts of love and kindness brought forth from a patience and willingness to listen that can only be
tfrom the Holy Spirit guiding my thoughts and actions. One may ask is if I still experience
frustration, disappointment, and anger? Do I still make mistakes, treat others unfairly, and not
torgive others as God has forgiven me? These questions Paul explained to us when he said,

For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do

what is right but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do
10



not want to do is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it,

but sin that dwells within me. Romans 7: 18-20

Many times, I wondered how I had not realized the truth earlier. Many of you know our Dad
was with us this year for his cancer treatment. God showed me a great deal throughout our time
together. Let me summarize. My Dad did not teach me about Christ as a child and without that
knowledge and beginning, I was lost. I do not have any resentment or blame in my heart for him

but only forgiveness. This again, comes from the Holy Spirit and God’ s mercy for me.

Beloved I will end my testimony with a few words of hope as I now realize I am a new
creation in Christ. I have freedom in Christ. Liberty of the spirit. I encourage you all to take time to
talk with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ with honest, open hearts. Ask the Lord to search
your heart and share with another person a thought or experience you may be reluctant or even

embarrassed to share. Trust in the Lord” s power and grace.

Above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
Colossians 3: 14

Give up WeChat for a week, or better yet, throw your phone in the river take of your shoes

and walk barefoot in the grass as you give thanks to our creator for such amazing grace.

God bless you all. Until next time

11
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